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The following book list contains titles to appeal to
children aged 12-13 in secondary school. The books
consist of a range of titles to cover all ability ranges
including the more able. Updated , this list of books
includes authors such as Adeline Yen Mah, Louis
Sachar, Jamila Gavin, Anne Fine, Mark Haddon, Susan
Hill, Lois Lowry, and John Wyndham.
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Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird

Omar dreams of being a successful businessman and ruling
the world. But living in Syria, this 12-year-old's dreams are set
in a time and place where things can change rapidly —
especially when his older brother finds himself in a dangerous
situation and the whaole family has to flee to safety.

War | Refugees

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

A story of struggle, growing up, gangs and peer pressure. A
classic of modern teenage fiction.

Classic

Animal Farm by George Orwell and Chris
Mould

George Orwell's unabridged text is set to new and vibrant
cartoon-style illustrations by award-winning illustrator Chris
Mould. The images help to lift a classic novel that is too often
presented with typesetting from another era that 21st-century
teens can find off-putting. Adding fun and pertinent satire, the

narrative pictures add a layer of accessibility to a text often
studied for 13+ entrance exams or GCSE. These modern
touches will prove useful in helping reluctant and less able
readers in KS3 and KS4 . It's well worth considering a set of
these books if you find yourself teaching Animal Farm to
teenagers on a Friday afternoon.

Dystopia | Classic
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RAVENA GURON Catch Your Death by Ravena Guron

Stranded in a snowstorm, three teens find themselves in the
middle of a murder plot at Bramble Estate. Are they snowed in
with a killer? How much danger are they in? This taut, twisty
and compelling thriller, narrated separately by Devi, Lizzie, and
Jayne, blends classic suspense with modern gaslighting in a
clue-ridden plot. 12+ readers who like puzzles from Cluedo to
whodunnit podcasts will love this clever murder mystery that
appeals to analytical minds and features an ending no one will
see coming. Highly recommended for Year 8 libraries.

Crime

The Teenage Guide to Digital Wellbeing by
Tanya Goodin

Tackling the balance between online and offline life, this guide
offers teens practical advice to navigate digital challenges
while keeping safe and developing sensible social media
habits. With interactive activities, logbook pages, quizzes and
step-by-step guides, it will empower K53 students to set
realistic goals, manage their screen time, and concentrate on
positive relationships, promoting resilience and self-
confidence. It's highly recommended for Year 8s who want to
consider their digital experiences and develop a long-term
positive mindset.
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Like A Girl by Rebecca Westcott
| 14-year-old Eden tries to avoid a nasty social media-driven
ﬁ N voudowrt haveto clique at all costs. But her love of track running sees her

wp for yourself

targeted by the "Glossies” and thrown into a dangerous game

nm—“ of loyalty, initiation and peer pressure. Addressing themes of
cyberbullying, social conformity, and true friendship, Like A Girl
Is a powerful story to help discuss the impacts of social
exclusion and identity. Highly recommended.
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The Icarus Show by Sally Christie

) : Alex has his own unigue way of dealing with bullies and it
T H E > - works for him. But when he discovers a mysterious note in his
Ic A R S =l schoolbag, he starts to doubt everything he believed to be
> S H OW true. An unlikely friendship develops which thrusts the reader
: into a journey of self-discovery, compassion, and empathy. A
¥ | ' S unigque and memorable read.

Friendship | Bullying

Thirteen by Tom Hoyle

There's a crazy cult that believes all boys born at the exact
start of a new millennium must die before the end of their
thirteenth year. And Adam is in their sights. 12 boys have
perished so far Can Adam outwit the cult before it's too late?
This dark and gripping thriller delves into adolescence,
exploring themes of morality, loyalty, and the high stakes of
teenage choices and consequences.

Thriller

| Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys
. A
I 4 - : Cristian Florescu dreams of becoming a writer, but he lives
P with the ever-present danger of the secret police and can't
M U S T write what he would like to. Soon, he faces an impossible
. choice: betray his loved ones and become an informant or go
. -

rogue and try to expose the truth. Who should he trust? This

> |
k'
gripping novel takes readers deep into the heart of 1980s
A communist Romania and explores themes of oppression, truth

B ETR and loyalty. It's a thought-provoking novel for more advanced
YO U ‘ readers and book club discussion.

RUTA SEPETYS Thriller




The Five Clues by Anthony Kessel

This gripping murder-mystery thriller follows 13-year-old Edie
Marble as he searches for the truth one year on from her
mother's mysterious death. After finding a note from her
mother, she follows a trail of clues that leads her to expose a
pharmaceutical company's sinister secrets. What were they
hiding and how far would they go to keep it secret? The Five
Clues is a compelling and fast-paced read that's perfect for
readers who enjoy themes of friendship and resilience. The
first in the ‘Don’t Doubt the Rainbow’ series.

Mystery

Rugby Flyer by Gerard Siggins

Rugby action collides with mystery sleuthing in this exciting
adventure book series. When Eoin joins a prestigious rugby
academy, he uncovers ghostly secrets and faces tough
challenges both on and off the field. This sports-soaked thriller
explores teamwork, friendship, and determination. Highly
recommended for less confident readers.

Sport | Ghost story

Be Resilient by Nicola Morgan

Ideal for teens in K53 and K54, this book provides clear and
practical advice on how to develop strategies, mental
toughness and life-long skills to deal with what school and life
throw at them. Situations such as COVID-19, who to trust, and
keeping healthy are explored, and practical activities such as
breathing techniques, visualising success and rationalising
worries are detailed. Highly recommended for secondary
school libraries.

Growth mindset




»\Q\ . Vée How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff

Daisy, a streetwise American 15 year old and Edmond, her
cousin from England are evacuated to the countryside. After
briefly falling in love, her world is shattered by an unimaginable
event. How will she live now?

Romance | Friendship

A Kestrel for a Knave by Barry Hines

A modern classic and very popular with reluctant boy readers.
Billy Casper is a troubled teen growing up in Barnsley. He
finds an escape in Kes, a Kestrel, which transforms his life.

Coming of age | Classic

The Woman in Black by Susan Hill

A chilling mystery about a woman in black who the villagers
only talk about in terrifying true ghost stories.

Ghost story




The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson
Burnett

A spellbinding story about Misselthwaite Manor and an
unwanted lonely child who discovers a hidden and magical

garden.

Fantasy

Madame Doubtfire by Anne Fine

Lydia, Christopher and Natalie’s parents have divorced. When
their mum looks to hire a nanny, their Dad, Daniel gets the job
— using a cunning disguise. An easier read for Year 8 pupils.

Family

William Golding Lord of the Flies by William Golding

LO !”d Of t h e When a plane evacuating a group of schoolboys crashes on a
: remote island, the boys are left to fend for themselves with no

Fl (SN % P adult supervision. A modern classic.

Classic




ADELINE YEN MAH

CHINESI
CINDERELLA

Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah

The unforgettable story of a young Chinese girl’s struggle to
- find acceptance within her own family and her survival
"‘1\ S amongst siblings and parents who think she represents bad
hitnn luck. She finds writing a form of release. Based on the author's
own life. A great book to read aloud and discuss as a class in
Year 8.
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Diverse | Family

4

WINNER OF THE WHITBREAD
BOOK OF THE YEAR k

MAtE T, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Fhie time by Mark Haddon

C u R ’ O U.S ! Christopher isn't like other teenagers. He finds it difficult to talk
]
N C , D) F r\}, T to other people, hates being touched and reacts badly to
: g ' certain colours. When the neighbour’s dog is murdered he
causes chaos trying to find out who did it.

Crime | Mystery

‘OUTSTANDING...a stunningly =
good read’ IVOEPENDENT 2

ANNE FINE

Goggle Eyes by Anne Fine

Katy Killin is a world expert on her mother’s disastrous
boyfriends, and how to try and stop them from developing into
unwanted stepfathers.

Family




The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by
Douglas Adams

Arthur's Friday doesn't start well when his house is
demolished. The Earth is obliterated soon after, to make way
for a bypass, and then he finds out his best friend is an alien.
Can things get any worse?

Funny | Classic

The Tulip Touch by Anne Fine

Mo one wants anything to do with Tulip, who is avoided by
children and teachers alike. But Natalie is drawn to her and
finds her dangerous and interesting. When things go too far,
Matalie isn’t able to stop events from spinning out of control,
leading to a stunning and unexpected ending.

Friendship

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur
Conan Doyle

The Baskerville family is cursed by a ravenous supernatural
dog intent on savaging them. Can Sherlock Holmes and
Watson solve the mystery and save the family?

Mystery | Classic
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A Kestrel for a Knave by Barry Hines

A modern classic and very popular with reluctant boy readers.
Billy Casper is a troubled teen growing up in Barnsley. He
finds an escape in Kes, a Kestrel, which transforms his life.

Coming of age | Classic

Tightrope by Gillian Cross

Ashley has no idea that her late-night graffiti will change her
life. First, she feels uncomfortable, then she receives notes
and finally, she realises there's a stalker.

Thriller

Unbearable by Paul Jennings

A collection of eight weird, wonderful, strange and occasionally
revolting short stories including ‘Licked’ and "Smelly Feet”. A

funny book for year & reluctant readers.

Funny




Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

Jess creates the world of Terabithia to escape from his
annoying family. Reached only by a rope swing, he and his
friend Leslie live out their adventures, until an earth-shattering
tragedy strikes.

Friendship

Z for Zachariah by Robert O’Brien

Ann Burden has survived a nuclear war by living in a valley
free of radiation. But when the only other person she knows
becomes threatening, she decides to leave the valley to see if
anyone else has survived. A more challenging book to read for

“’f Year & pupils.

ROBERT C, O'BRIEN

Post-apocalyptic

~*ZACHAR|AH

'GRIPPING.’
Malorie Blackman

T ¥
— N Liccle Bit by Alex Wheatle
Lemar is desperate to catch the eye of Venetia. But he thinks that being
short is holding him back, and he believes his so-called friends when they
dismiss his chances and call him ‘Liccle Bit'. Suddenly, someone is
interested in him — a local crime lord — and Lemar is forced down a path
that he might not be able to control. The first of a series, this is an urban

thriller with bite for more mature pupils in year 8.

Crime | Thriller | Diverse

Hove you ever dreomed oo big?

ALEX WHEATLE



MATT STEPHENS

Raz Beri by Matt Stephens

.J Billy lives for football and hopes a visit from his heroes will finally change
how people see him at school. He has cerebral palsy and is all too used to

his classmates deciding what he can or cannot do. When the visit falls

apart, Billy is left facing the gap between what he hoped for and what
actually helps someone feel accepted. This short, accessible and moving
story looks at disability, football culture and self-worth, following Billy as he

works out what fitting in really feels like. It's ideal for discussion in Year 8

“,m book clubs or in English lessons for character hot-seating.
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Chinglish by Sue Cheung

Above her parents’ Chinese takeaway in 1980s Coventry, Jo Kwan is
pulled between school, the counter and the pressure of home.
Conversation is difficult in every direction — her grandparents do not speak
English, her mother speaks limited English, Jo and her siblings speak
limited Chinese, and her father avoids talking altogether. Told through
engaging diary entries and doodles, this distinctive and accessible book
for 12+ year olds follows Jo as she tries to fit in, handle what is expected
of her, and hold on to her dream of becoming an artist.

Family

®

Slisan
'mthe J 1] ] [ rm the King of the Castie by Susan Hil

Edmund doesn’t want a new brother and immediately dislikes his
stepbrother Charles, whom he sees as an intruder in his own home. At
home, Edmund terrorises Charles, but in Hang Wood, the roles there's a
role reversal. A good book for Year 8 pupils to compare to Lord of the
Hlies.

Classic




LOIS LOWRY

“Compassionate, unsensational
and unflinching” The Guardian

ANNE CASSIDY

LOOKING
FOR JJ

The Giver by Lois Lowry

12-year-old Jonas lives in a world with no poverty, no crime, and where
everyone is the same. But when he takes the role of “receiver of memory”,
he becomes one of the only people to understand how the world he lives
in came about. A poignant read for Year 8 children — ideal for book clubs.

Science fiction

Looking for JJ by Anne Cassidy

A child Killer is living a new life under a new identity after being released.
How long can she keep her former life secret, and is she as evil as people
believe?

Crime

Gloam by Jack Mackay

Thirteen-year-old Gwen moves with her family to her late grandmother’s
house on Gloam Island after her mother’s death. When Esme, a new
babysitter, arrives, Gwen senses something is wrong. While others are
drawn to Esme, Gwen sees a darker side, and as strange events unfold
and nightmares take shape, she must confront her fears to protect her
family. This unusually gripping story weaves suspense with supernatural
elements, exploring themes of grief, trust, and resilience in the face of the
unknown. Highly recommended for LKS3.

Horror




Rugby Flyer by Gerard Siggins

Rugby action collides with mystery sleuthing in this exciting adventure
book series. When Eoin joins a prestigious rugby academy, he uncovers
ghostly secrets and faces tough challenges both on and off the field. This
sports-soaked thriller explores teamwork, friendship, and determination.
Highly recommended for less confident readers.

Sport | Ghost story

Kerb-Stain Boys by Alex Wheatle

Set in Briggy's world where his mum works all hours, his dad is
unemployed, and his older brother doesn’t want to know, this story follows
what happens when Briggy's friends cook up a dangerous plan that
seems too good to be true. Funny, gritty and true to life, this is an
accessible urban thriller with bags of bite for more mature pupils in year 8.

Crime

New You Forever by Steve Cole, illustrated by Chris
King

Setin 2070, the story follows young journalist Anders Jones as he looks
into the New You Foundation, an organisation claiming it can fix climate
change by replacing people with artificial replicas called Pleekas. The
deeper Anders digs, the stranger it gets, and he soon realises the
Foundation’s promise of digital immortality comes with serious dangers.
Especially suited to less confident 11+ year old readers, this outstanding
novella deftly explores technology, identity and the environmental crises
shaping Anders’s world. It's ideal for discussion in Year 8.

Science fiction




CLARE FURNISS

The Things We Leave Behind by Clare Furniss

Clem and her half-sister Billie escape London as an authoritarian
government tightens its grip. Their stepmother’s been arrested, their
father's vanished, and Scotland feels like their last chance at safety. Clem
clings to her notebook, recording their journey — until buried truths start
surfacing. Told across dual timelines, this gripping novel for 12+ year aolds
unpacks displacement, resilience, and identity. Split into three parts, it's a
powerful look at survival and the personal cost of political turmoil.

Dystopia
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Shadowmancer by G.P. Taylor

Obadiah Demurral wants to rule the universe with magic. Can he be
stopped? A dark, atmospheric and gripping novel.

Fantasy




The Longdendale Library has a wide
range of non-fiction and fiction
books. If there is a particular
collection that you wish to read.
Please speak to Miss Payton in the
Library



